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Monthly Brief #77, August 2024 

 

Strategic Convergence: The Third India-Japan 2+2 Ministerial Meeting 

The recent meeting of the Indian and Japanese Foreign and Defence Ministers in New Delhi marks 

a significant development in the strategic partnership between the two democracies aimed at 

preserving peace, stability and rules-based international order. The decision to update the 2008 

Joint Declaration on Security Cooperation reflects a growing convergence of interests in the face 

of a changing regional order. 

The Indo-Pacific region is witnessing growth in geopolitical tensions and unilateral assertions 

of power raising concerns for India and Japan. The meeting reaffirmed the commitment of both 

nations to a rules-based international order, a veiled reference to China's disregard for 

international law in the South China Sea and buttressing the QUAD partnership. 

This commitment to a rules-based framework is not merely rhetorical, it is a strategic necessity. 

For both India and Japan, navigating the complex security landscape of the Indo-Pacific requires a 

clear stance against any unilateral attempts to alter the status quo by force.  

The meeting’s strong support for ASEAN’s unity and centrality, as well as the “ASEAN Outlook 

on the Indo-Pacific (AIOP)” underscores their recognition of Southeast Asia’s important role in 

maintaining regional equilibrium. 

Beyond defence and security, the relationship between Japan and India is being strengthened 

through efforts to enhance cultural and people-to-people ties. Initiatives like the establishment of 

India’s new Consulate in Fukuoka and upcoming cultural exchange programmes reflect a 

comprehensive approach to their bilateral relations. 

Alongside addressing security concerns, the Ministers unequivocally condemned terrorism in 

all its manifestations. They urged for decisive measures to dismantle terrorist networks and disrupt 

their support structures, underscoring their shared commitment to global peace and security. 

The pow-wow reflects the growing economic ties between Japan and India and their mutual 

interest in diversifying supply chains. The partnership between India and Japan is strengthening, 

with increased defence ties, joint military exercises, and enhanced defence information sharing. 

India is also participating in the Indo-Pacific Economic Framework for Prosperity (IPEF), 

highlighting its strategic role in the region and the expanding collaboration with Japan. Both 

countries value the United States as a vital partner in maintaining regional security and are not 

aiming to exclude any other country. 

In conclusion, the Third India-Japan 2+2 Ministerial Meeting is a positive step forward for a 

strategic partnership that is becoming increasingly important in the Indo-Pacific region.  The 

convergence of security and economic interests points towards a deepening relationship that will 

contribute to a stable and prosperous regional order. 

Pradeep S. Mehta 

Editor 

P.S.: Following his visit to Russia Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi also visited Ukraine. Despite his 

appeal for peace, it does not appear to have any impact, as both countries are hell-bent upon rigid stands. 
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Message for our Readers 

This is the seventy-sixth edition of the Monthly Brief from the Centre, which carries select published 

news or comments on a relevant issue. There are equally important issues which may have been 

missed out to keep the Monthly Brief short and swiftly readable. 

This newsletter contains copyrighted material whose use has not been specifically authorised by 

the copyright owners. Consumer Unity & Trust Society (CUTS) is making these articles available in 

our efforts to advance understanding of bilateral trade and economic issues. We believe that this 

constitutes a ‘fair use’ of the copyrighted material as provided for in Article 10 of the Berne 

Convention for the Protection of Literary and Artistic Works (Paris Text 1971) and Section 107 of 

the U.S. Copyright Law. If anybody wishes to use materials from this publication for purposes that 

go beyond ‘fair use’, s/he must obtain permission from the copyright owner. CUTS will not draw 

any profit from this publication, since it is solely for informative and educational purposes. 

Readers are encouraged to send their own views and suggestions at: cutsglobal@cuts.org 

 

 

 
 

British Airways Axes One of its ‘Most Important’ Routes Amid 

Russian Airspace Ban 

British Airways is suspending its London-

Beijing route from 26 October 2024 due to 

competition from Chinese airlines, which offer 

shorter, cheaper flights by flying over Russia. 

Passengers are advised to claim refunds and 

rebook with Chinese carriers.  

 

• Vietnam PM Sets Ambitious Target of $20 Billion in Bilateral Trade with India | The Economic 

Times (Paywall) 

• Doubling India-Africa Trade by 2030, More Economic Integration in Focus: Govt | Money 

Control 

• India, and the US Discuss Energy Cooperation, Focus on Grid Modernization and 

Manufacturing | ET Energy World 

• Arab Gulf States double down mining efforts | Mining.com 

• India Surpasses China to Become Russia's Top Oil Buyer in July 2024 | Reuters 

 

mailto:cutsglobal@cuts.org
https://www.independent.co.uk/travel/news-and-advice/british-airways-russia-airspace-ban-china-b2593705.html
https://www.independent.co.uk/travel/news-and-advice/british-airways-russia-airspace-ban-china-b2593705.html
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/economy/foreign-trade/vietnam-pm-sets-ambitious-target-of-20-billion-in-bilateral-trade-with-india/articleshow/112181784.cms?from=mdr
https://www.msn.com/en-in/news/other/doubling-india-africa-trade-by-2030-more-economic-integration-in-focus-govt/ar-AA1peJ0p?ocid=BingNewsSerp
https://energy.economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/renewable/india-us-discuss-energy-cooperation-focus-on-grid-modernization-and-manufacturing/112725610
https://energy.economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/renewable/india-us-discuss-energy-cooperation-focus-on-grid-modernization-and-manufacturing/112725610
https://www.mining.com/arab-gulf-states-double-down-mining-efforts/
https://www.reuters.com/markets/commodities/india-surpasses-china-become-russias-top-oil-buyer-july-2024-08-22/
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India, US Military-to-Military Relationship Strong: Pentagon 

The Pentagon highlighted the strong 

military-to-military relationship between 

India and the United States. Defence 

Minister Rajnath Singh arrived in 

Washington for a four-day visit to enhance 

the comprehensive global strategic 

partnership. He is set to meet U.S. Defence 

Secretary Lloyd Austin at the Pentagon. 
 

 

• Biden Approved Secret Nuclear Weapons Strategy Focusing on China | New York Times 

• India-Japan 2+2 Ministerial Dialogue: Strategic Talks in New Delhi Amidst Global Tensions | 

Financial Express 

• NATO Must Wake Up to Russia’s Nuclear Power Deal with Turkey | Middle East Institution 

• While we wait for the new BanglaDress | The Times of India 

• China-Philippines South China Sea Sabina Shoal Escalation | Foreign Policy 

 

 

  

https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/defence/india-us-military-to-military-relationship-strong-pentagon/articleshow/112725048.cms
https://www.nytimes.com/2024/08/20/us/politics/biden-nuclear-china-russia.html
https://www.financialexpress.com/business/defence-india-japan-22-ministerial-dialogue-strategic-talks-in-new-delhi-amidst-global-3577474/
https://www.financialexpress.com/business/defence-india-japan-22-ministerial-dialogue-strategic-talks-in-new-delhi-amidst-global-3577474/
https://www.mei.edu/blog/nato-must-wake-russias-nuclear-power-deal-turkey
https://www.mei.edu/blog/nato-must-wake-russias-nuclear-power-deal-turkey
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/blogs/toi-edit-page/while-we-wait-for-new-bangladress/
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/blogs/toi-edit-page/while-we-wait-for-new-bangladress/
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/blogs/toi-edit-page/while-we-wait-for-new-bangladress/
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/blogs/toi-edit-page/while-we-wait-for-new-bangladress/
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/blogs/toi-edit-page/while-we-wait-for-new-bangladress/


4 

 
 

UN chief urges climate justice for Pacific nations beset by rising 

oceans 

In Samoa, UN Chief António Guterres highlighted the 

resilience of Pacific islanders against climate change 

but criticised the lack of promised funding. He urged 

international financial reforms and increased climate 

finance to support vulnerable nations like Samoa, 

advocating for the use of the Multidimensional 

Vulnerability Index in funding decisions.  

 

• LNG Exports to India & Southeast Asia Hit New High as European Demand Slumps | 

FirstPost 

• Japan, Indonesia, Others Agree to Build Sustainable Fuel Supply Chain | Nikkei Asia 

• India and Japan Sign Agreement for Green Ammonia Export | Hindu Business 

• Deforestation in Brazil's Amazon Rainforest Is Down to Lowest Level Since 2016 | AP News 

 

 

 

 
 

External Affairs Minister S Jaishankar says 'era of uninterrupted 

dialogue with Pakistan is over' 

The EAM was speaking at a book launch event in Delhi 

where he made some crucial comments on India's 

relationship with Pakistan.  "The era of uninterrupted 

dialogue with Pakistan is over. Actions have 

consequences. So far as J&K is concerned, Article 370 

is done. So, the issue is what kind of relationship we 

can contemplate with Pakistan," Jaishankar said.  

https://news.un.org/en/story/2024/08/1153431
https://news.un.org/en/story/2024/08/1153431
https://news.un.org/en/story/2024/08/1153431
https://www.firstpost.com/world/lng-exports-to-india-southeast-asia-hit-new-high-as-european-demand-slumps-13805518.html
https://www.firstpost.com/world/lng-exports-to-india-southeast-asia-hit-new-high-as-european-demand-slumps-13805518.html
https://asia.nikkei.com/Spotlight/Environment/Climate-Change/Japan-Indonesia-others-agree-to-build-sustainable-fuel-supply-chain
https://asia.nikkei.com/Spotlight/Environment/Climate-Change/Japan-Indonesia-others-agree-to-build-sustainable-fuel-supply-chain
https://www.thehindubusinessline.com/economy/india-and-japan-sign-agreement-for-green-ammonia-export/article68547080.ece
https://www.thehindubusinessline.com/economy/india-and-japan-sign-agreement-for-green-ammonia-export/article68547080.ece
https://apnews.com/article/amazon-deforestation-marina-silva-rainforest-climate-cerrado-77079e3beaf5d39aebcc8ac93fa66d97
https://apnews.com/article/amazon-deforestation-marina-silva-rainforest-climate-cerrado-77079e3beaf5d39aebcc8ac93fa66d97
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/india/external-affairs-minister-s-jaishankar-says-era-of-uninterrupted-dialogue-with-pakistan-is-over/articleshow/112916379.cms
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/india/external-affairs-minister-s-jaishankar-says-era-of-uninterrupted-dialogue-with-pakistan-is-over/articleshow/112916379.cms
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• Chinese Dam Construction In Afghanistan: Implications for Pakistan | The Diplomat 

• Honest talks are needed, Starmer tells Chinese leader | BBC 

• The Middle East’s problems extend far beyond Gaza | Financial Times (Paywall) 

• What the US should do on Iran-Israel — and what it should not | Financial Times 

• US Move to Boost Security Alliance With UK, Australia Just the Start, Officials Say | US News 

 

 

 

 
 

PM Modi Proposes "Global Development Compact" At Global South 

Summit  

Prime Minister Narendra Modi proposed a human-

centric "Global Development Compact" at the third 

Voice of the Global South Summit, aiming to 

facilitate trade, technology sharing, and 

concessional financing without burdening 

developing nations with debt. He emphasised 

collaboration on food, energy security, and 

terrorism challenges, with India committing funds to 

support these initiatives. 
 

 

• Time has come for interest rate cut, says Fed chair  | BBC 

• ‘Huge benefits’ in greater debt relief for lower-income countries, study finds  | The Guardian 

• Japan to offer $2bn in trade support for Central Asia projects  | Nikkei Asia 

• India, Malaysia upgrade strategic partnership, discuss BRICS membership | The Hindu 

(Paywall) 

• Indonesia moves to reduce Chinese ownership of nickel projects | Financial Times 

• Big Tech in China doubles AI spending despite US restrictions | Financial Times 

 

  

https://thediplomat.com/2024/08/chinese-dam-construction-in-afghanistan-implications-for-pakistan/
https://thediplomat.com/2024/08/chinese-dam-construction-in-afghanistan-implications-for-pakistan/
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/cwy7wdyrd42o
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/cwy7wdyrd42o
https://www.ft.com/content/ce8a2c61-b935-436d-9ae4-2819961b5073
https://www.ft.com/content/ce8a2c61-b935-436d-9ae4-2819961b5073
https://www.ft.com/content/ea60d900-22fe-4f69-a5d3-4e538396fa2d
https://www.ft.com/content/ea60d900-22fe-4f69-a5d3-4e538396fa2d
https://www.usnews.com/news/world/articles/2024-07-24/us-move-to-boost-security-alliance-with-uk-australia-just-the-start-officials-say
https://www.ndtv.com/india-news/pm-modi-proposes-global-development-compact-at-global-south-summit-6360327
https://www.ndtv.com/india-news/pm-modi-proposes-global-development-compact-at-global-south-summit-6360327
https://www.ndtv.com/india-news/pm-modi-proposes-global-development-compact-at-global-south-summit-6360327
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/cewln7544xwo
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/cewln7544xwo
https://www.theguardian.com/world/article/2024/aug/25/huge-benefits-in-greater-debt-relief-for-lower-income-countries-study-finds
https://www.theguardian.com/world/article/2024/aug/25/huge-benefits-in-greater-debt-relief-for-lower-income-countries-study-finds
https://asia.nikkei.com/Politics/International-relations/Japan-to-offer-2bn-in-trade-support-for-Central-Asia-projects
https://asia.nikkei.com/Politics/International-relations/Japan-to-offer-2bn-in-trade-support-for-Central-Asia-projects
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/india-malaysia-elevate-ties-to-comprehensive-strategic-partnership/article68546006.ece
https://www.ft.com/content/0f8e2fe8-c7cb-4d6a-9436-1cb1806af4e0
https://www.ft.com/content/31bffc48-2ca7-472b-9d53-3deaad2d86ce
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India among critical tech leaders, behind only US and China in AI  

India has become a global research leader, ranking 

in the top five for 45 out of 64 critical technologies 

in 2023. It ranks second in seven areas, notably in 

biological manufacturing and distributed ledger 

technology, but faces challenges due to 

fragmented research and a lack of standout 

institutions.  

 

• What if South Korea got a nuclear bomb?  | The Economist 

• Google's online search monopoly is illegal, US judge rules  | BBC 

• Mpox triggers second global alert in 2 years as new variant spreads rapidly | Business Standard 

• How the war in Ukraine is reviving Russia’s rustbelt | Financial Times 

 

 

Articles 

• India’s good bet: Quad in the Indian Ocean - By Pradeep S Mehta, Purushendra Singh and 

Madhvendra Singh. 

• Quad’s Two Decades of Strategic Synergy in the Indo-Pacific- Anjali Shekhawat and 

Dhruv Bansal 

• More Than Just Flight: India’s Drone Age – Dhruv Bansal and Anjali Shekhawat 

 

https://www.business-standard.com/technology/tech-news/india-among-critical-tech-leaders-behind-only-us-and-china-in-ai-124082900976_1.html
https://www.business-standard.com/technology/tech-news/india-among-critical-tech-leaders-behind-only-us-and-china-in-ai-124082900976_1.html
https://www.economist.com/asia/2024/08/15/what-if-south-korea-got-a-nuclear-bomb
https://www.economist.com/asia/2024/08/15/what-if-south-korea-got-a-nuclear-bomb
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/c0k44x6mge3o
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/c0k44x6mge3o
https://www.business-standard.com/health/mpox-triggers-second-global-alert-in-2-years-as-new-variant-spreads-rapidly-124081700238_1.html
https://www.ft.com/content/b9749a86-b8dc-4eaa-a1d1-ebccf179d747
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/defence/indias-good-bet-quad-in-the-indian-ocean/articleshow/112423931.cms?from=mdr
https://thegeopolitics.com/quads-two-decades-of-strategic-synergy-in-the-indo-pacific/
https://thegeopolitics.com/more-than-just-flight-indias-drone-age/

