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About the Booklet

Welcome to our comprehensive booklet, on ‘Deliverables to
Deliveries’, detailing the significant event, Defense News
Conclave: Stories of U.S.-India Defense Partnership held from
September, 2021, to February, 2024 across length and breadth of
India.

This booklet encapsulates a wide array of articles from various
news media agencies across India, highlighting the robust and
ever-growing defense and security relationship between the
United States and India. A series of dialogues, organised by the
U.S. Consulate General and CUTS International, provided a
platform for over 300 representatives, including media
professionals, defense experts, industry leaders, government
officials and civil society members, to discuss and celebrate the
milestones and future prospects of this significant bilateral
partnership.

The collection of articles, which have been published and
disseminated in multiple Indian languages, aims to offer a
comprehensive view of the discussions and insights shared
during the event, emphasising the shared vision of a free, open,
and prosperous Indo-Pacific region. Through this booklet, we
aim to bring to light the collaborative efforts and strategic
dialogues that underscore the importance of U.S.-India defense
ties in the contemporary global landscape.
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August 04, 2023, Kolkata

Historic Challenges Require Cooperation with

Common Allies for a Free, Open Indo-Pacific
The Print, August 04, 2023

U.S. Army Attache in India, Colonel Douglas Hess while addressing the U.S.-India Defence
conclave said that the historic challenges need unprecedented cooperation with common
allies with an aspiration of free and open Indo-Pacific.

The U.S. Consulate General Kolkata and CUTS International organised a half-day workshop
titled “Defense News Conclave: Stories of U.S.-India Defense and Security Partnership,” to
create awareness that the bilateral defence relationship between the U.S. and India is strong
and continues to grow, U.S. Consulate Kolkata said in a statement.

“Historic challenges require unprecedented cooperation with like-minded allies and partners
who share in the vision of a free and open Indo-Pacific. In this endeavour, the U.S. is proud
to work alongside India’s leadership in South Asia and the Indian Ocean, as a driving force of
the Quad and other multinational fora, and as an engine for regional growth and
development,” he said.

Hess further said that the last 12 months have certainly been a milestone for the U.S.-India
relationship as both nations took important steps for strategic goals. The U.S. and India have
never been more interconnected, whether through the information connection of the Internet
or global supply chains.

“The past 12 months have been a watershed year for the relationship, as the U.S. and India
took important steps to further our strategic goals,” he said. More than 100 representatives
from the media think tanks, defence experts, defence industry leaders and civil society
participated in the hybrid event hosted in Kolkata, to focus on the positive messages
highlighted by President Joe Biden and Prime Minister Narendra Modi in the recent joint
statement.

The joint statement highlighted that the U.S.-India partnership has evolved into a
comprehensive global strategic relationship involving joint research, co-development and
production of high-end defence equipment, and expanded cooperation in the Indo-Pacific
region, the statement added. He however, added that nations cannot wait until a crisis hits to
build partnerships as we have seen in the 21% century. Such military cooperation efforts along
with bilateral and multi-lateral initiatives in health, economics and climate prepare us to work
together.
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“As we have seen throughout the 21% century, we rarely know in advance when we are going
to face a crisis, whether that is a health crisis, an environmental crisis, or a physical attack
from a conventional or unconventional enemy. Nations cannot wait until a crisis arrives to
build partnerships. One cannot surge trust, one has to build it early and deepen it every day.
These military cooperation efforts, combined with bilateral and multi-lateral economic,
health, and climate initiatives prepare us to be ready to work together when a crisis hits,”
Hess said.

Moreover, Acting U.S. Consul General in Kolkata, Adrian Pratt who is also serving as the
Public Affairs Officer and Director of the American Centre said India’s cooperation with the
U.S. boosts our security, bolsters our prosperity and enriches our society.

“An enormous range of Americans have a stake in the U.S.-India relationship and expect
further progress in achieving the full potential of U.S.-India defence ties as it spans the scope
of human endeavour, from sea to space, from security to health, and from energy to
education,” Pratt said.

Pratt further said that managing our defence and law enforcement activities keeps all our
citizens—young and old—female, male, and non-binary regardless of religion or political
party—safe from crime, reduces the risks of terrorism, and protects us from the threat of war.

https://theprint.in/world/historic-challenges-require-cooperation-with-common-allies-for-
free-open-indo-pacific-us-army-attache-in-india/1701280/

NN\



U.S. Consulate-CUTS Hosts Defense News Conclave

United News of India, August 04, 2023

The U.S. Consulate General Kolkata & CUTS International organised a half-day workshop
titled “Defense News Conclave: Stories of U.S.-India Defense and Security Partnership,”
which highlighted that the bilateral defence relationship between the U.S. and India is strong
and continues to grow.

More than 100 representatives from the media, think tanks, and defence experts, defence
industry leaders and civil society participated in the hybrid event hosted in Kolkata, to focus
on the positive messages highlighted by President Joe Biden and Prime Minister Narendra
Modi in the recent joint statement which underscored that the U.S.-India partnership has
evolved into a comprehensive global strategic relationship involving joint research, co-
development and production of high-end defence equipment, and expanded cooperation in
the Indo-Pacific region.

The workshop was spread across two sessions focused on disseminating good practices of the
U.S.-India Defense and Security Partnership in general and its relevance in the Indo-Pacific
region, in particular.

Among others, it looked at the milestones set and achieved, and policies and gaps to be filled
in to secure a free, open, inclusive, and prosperous Indo-Pacific region.

Delivering the keynote address, Colonel Douglas Hess, U.S. Army Attache, U.S. Embassy,
New Delhi said, “It’s important to recognise that the U.S. and India have never been more
interconnected, whether through the information connection of the Internet or global supply
chains. One-click sets in motion the world.”

“Certainly, if we look at it from a people-to-people standpoint, we are certainly
interconnected. | would wager virtually everyone in this room has friends or family residing
in the U.S. And it is no secret that some of our biggest business leaders in the U.S. are Indian
American, not to mention our Vice President,” Douglas Hess said.

“When I first got to India I would often see articles questioning why the U.S. and India
should be partners, but the longer I’ve been here it seems to me the only real question is what
type of partners will we be? Historic challenges require unprecedented cooperation with like-
minded allies and partners who share in the vision of a free and open Indo-Pacific.
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In this endeavour, the U.S. is proud to work alongside India’s leadership in South Asia and
the Indian Ocean, as a driving force of the Quad and other multinational fora, and as an
engine for regional growth and development,” Hess said.

“The past 12 months have been a watershed year for the relationship, as the U.S. and India
took important steps to further our strategic goals. As we have seen throughout the 21st
century, we rarely know in advance when we are going to face a crisis, whether that is a
health crisis, an environmental crisis, or a physical attack from a conventional or
unconventional enemy,” Hess said.

“Nations cannot wait until a crisis arrives to build partnerships. One cannot surge trust, one
has to build it early and deepen it every day. These military cooperation efforts, combined
with bilateral and multi-lateral economic, health, and climate initiatives prepare us to be
ready to work together when a crisis hits,” the Colonel said.

Adrian Pratt, Acting Consul General, Public Affairs Officer and Director of the American
Centre, U.S. Consulate General Kolkata, mentioned that “Cooperation with India strengthens
our security, bolsters our prosperity, and enriches our society.”

He said an enormous range of Americans have a stake in the U.S.-India relationship and
expect further progress in achieving the full potential of U.S.-India defense ties as it spans the
scope of human endeavour, from sea to space, from security to health, and from energy to
education.

“These are all positive stories, and through this project with our partner CUTS International,
we want to tell these stories to the citizens of India and beyond,” he said.

“We are kicking off the first of the series of these workshops in Kolkata and we will schedule
workshops in Hyderabad, Mumbai, Chennai, and finally in New Delhi that will bring in
defense experts, government officials, corporate leaders, defense companies, entrepreneurs,
and researchers from the U.S. and India to interact with think tank leaders, journalists, and
social media influencers across India,” he said.

“We want to tell you that managing our defense and law enforcement activities keeps all our
citizens—young and old—female, male, and non-binary—safe from crime, reduces the risks
from terrorism, and protects us from the threat of war,” he said.

Bipul Chattopadhyay, Executive Director, CUTS International, said: “One of the biggest

deliveries of the India-U.S. Defense and Security Partnership has been the progression from
‘Democracies can deliver’ to ‘Democracies have delivered’.”
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Delivering his opening remarks, Chattopadhyay added that the India-U.S. relationship is
growing and is going to grow further in the coming years.

Highlighting the historical relationship between India and the U.S., Lieutenant General
Subrata Saha, Former Member of the National Security Advisory Board and Deputy Chief of
Army Staff, mentioned that the 2+2 Dialogues between India and the U.S. have been
instrumental in bridging the gap and provided impetus to this relationship.

“This has helped to overcome the bureaucratic delays and accelerate the closeness among the
top leadership of both the countries,” he said.

He said because of their closeness, both the nations are talking about undertaking initiatives
in the area of critical and emerging technologies, which is a large area for wider cooperation.

Speaking about how the U.S.-India defense and security partnership has panned out in the
Indo-Pacific, Chintamani Mahapatra, Founder and Honorary Chairman of Kalinga Institute of
Indo-Pacific Studies said without India, there would be no Indo-Pacific.

He added that it is important for U.S.-India to stand together for an open, free and prosperous
Indo-Pacific.

Pointing out that it is in the interest of U.S. to keep India on its side, Shekhar Dutt, Former
Governor of Chhattisgarh and Defense Secretary of India, added, “One U.S. added to One
India is 11 and together they should seize the opportunities of participating together in the
global supply chain.”

Partha P. Roy Chowdhury, Commercial Lead, Lockheed Martin India, elucidated that the
collaboration of Lockheed Martin India, has also created opportunities for MSMEs in India
through forward and backward linkages in production and manufacturing.

Among other illustrious panellists, including Manu Pubby, Senior Editor, Economic Times;
Arun Ramchandani, Executive Vice President L&T Defense; Indranil Banerjie, Senior
Analyst and Freelance Journalist in their remarks, highlighted that there is a need to deepen
trust building between both the countries and this will be the bedrock of this relationship.

Among the other distinguished speakers were Air Chief Marshal Arup Raha, Former Chief of
Air Staff and President, CENERS-K, Col. Baljinder Singh (Retd.), Director, Aerospace and
Defense, USISPF, India Office and Sucharita Bhattacharjee, Policy Analyst, CUTS
International, who presented their succinct presentation on this timely issue.

http://www.uniindia.com/news/east/us-conclave/3024332.html
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Cooperation with Allies Needed in Indo-Pacific:
U.S. Army Attache in India

IndiaWest Journal, August 04, 2023

Colonel Douglas Hess, the U.S. Army Attache in India, addressed the U.S.-India Defense
Conclave on July 4, stressing the need for historic challenges to be met with unprecedented
cooperation among common allies. The aspiration of a free and open Indo-Pacific was at the
heart of the discussion.

Organised by the U.S. Consulate General Kolkata and CUTS International, the half-day
workshop titled “Defense News Conclave: Stories of U.S.-India Defense and Security
Partnership” aimed to raise awareness about the strong and evolving bilateral defense
relationship between the U.S. and India.

Colonel Hess highlighted the importance of working alongside India’s leadership in South
Asia and the Indian Ocean, particularly as a driving force of the Quad and other multinational
fora. He acknowledged India’s role as an engine for regional growth and development and
emphasised the significance of like-minded allies and partners coming together in the Indo-
Pacific region.

Reflecting on the past year, Colonel Hess noted the milestone achieved in the U.S.-India
relationship, with both nations taking important steps to further their strategic goals. He
emphasised the increasing interconnectivity between the two countries through information
connections like the Internet and global supply chains.

The conclave saw participation from over 100 representatives, including media, think tanks,
defense experts, defense industry leaders, and civil society. The focus was on the positive
messages conveyed by President Joe Biden and Prime Minister Narenndra Modi in their
recent joint statement, underlining the evolution of the U.S.-India partnership into a
comprehensive global strategic relationship.

Colonel Hess underscored the importance of building partnerships before crises arise, as
events in the 21st century have shown the unpredictability of challenges faced by nations. He
stressed the significance of military cooperation efforts along with bilateral and multi-lateral
initiatives in various sectors, such as health, economics, and climate, to be prepared to work
together effectively during crises.

Acting U.S. Consul General in Kolkata, Adrian Pratt highlighted the significance of India’s
cooperation with the U.S. in enhancing security, prosperity, and societal enrichment. He
emphasised the vast potential of U.S.-India defense ties, which span various aspects of human
endeavours from sea to space, security to health, and energy to education.
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Pratt also acknowledged the role of managing defense and law enforcement activities in
ensuring the safety and protection of all citizens, irrespective of demographics, religion, or
political affiliations. He emphasised how such measures reduce the risks of terrorism and
protect against the threat of war.

https://indiawest.com/cooperation-with-allies-needed-in-indo-pacific-us-army-attache-in-
india/
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U.S. Defence Cooperation Created Opportunities for

Indian MSMEs in Production and Manufacturing
India Education Diary, August 05, 2023

The U.S. Consulate General Kolkata and CUTS International organised a half-day workshop
titled “Defense News Conclave: Stories of U.S.-India Defense and Security Partnership,” to
inform the media that the bilateral defense relationship between the U.S. and India is strong
and continues to grow.

More than 100 representatives from the media think tanks, and defense experts, defense
industry leaders and civil society participated in the hybrid event hosted in Kolkata, to focus
on the positive messages highlighted by President Joe Biden and Prime Minister Narendra
Modi in the recent joint statement which underscores that the U.S.-India partnership has
evolved into a comprehensive global strategic relationship involving joint research, co-
development and production of high-end defense equipment, and expanded cooperation in the
Indo-Pacific region.

The workshop was spread across two sessions focused on disseminating good practices of the
U.S.-India Defense and Security Partnership in general and its relevance in the Indo-Pacific
region, in particular. Among others, it looked at the milestones set and achieved, and policies
and gaps to be filled in to secure a free, open, inclusive, and prosperous Indo-Pacific region.

Delivering the keynote address, Colonel Douglas Hess, U.S. Army Attache, U.S. Embassy,
New Delhi said, “It’s important to recognize that the U.S. and India have never been more
interconnected, whether through the information connection of the Internet or through global
supply chains. One click sets in motion the world.

Certainly, if we look at it from a people-to-people standpoint, we are certainly
interconnected. 1’d wager virtually everyone in this room has friends or family residing in
the U.S. And it’s no secret that some of our biggest business leaders in the U.S. are Indian
American, not to mention our Vice President.

When | first got to India would often see articles questioning why the U.S. and India should
be partners, but the longer I’ve been here it seems to me the only real question is what type of
partners will we be? Historic challenges require unprecedented cooperation with like-

minded allies and partners who share in the vision of a free and open Indo-Pacific.

In this endeavour, the U.S. is proud to work alongside India’s leadership in South Asia and
the Indian Ocean, as a driving force of the Quad and other multinational fora, and as an
engine for regional growth and development. The past twelve months have been a watershed
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year for the relationship, as the U.S. and India took important steps to further our strategic
goals.

As we have seen throughout the 21% century, we rarely know in advance when we are going
to face a crisis, whether that is a health crisis, an environmental crisis, or a physical attack
from a conventional or unconventional enemy. Nations cannot wait until a crisis arrives to
build partnerships. One cannot surge trust, one has to build it early and deepen it every day.
These military cooperation efforts, combined with bilateral and multilateral economic, health,
and climate initiatives prepare us to be ready to work together when a crisis hits.”

Adrian Pratt, Acting Consul General, Public Affairs Officer and Director of the American
Center, U.S. Consulate General Kolkata, mentioned that, “Cooperation with India strengthens
our security, bolsters our prosperity, and enriches our society. An enormous range of
Americans have a stake in the U.S.-India relationship and expect further progress in
achieving the full potential of U.S.-India defense ties as it spans the scope of human
endeavour, from sea to space, from security to health, and from energy to education.

These are all positive stories, and through this project with our partner CUTS International,
we want to tell these stories to the citizens of India and beyond. We are kicking off the first of
the series of these workshops in Kolkata and we will schedule workshops in Hyderabad,
Mumbai, Chennai, and finally New Delhi that will bring in defense experts, government
officials, corporate leaders, defense companies, entrepreneurs, and researchers from the U.S.
and India to interact with think tank leaders, journalists, and social media influencers across
India. We want to tell you that managing our defense and law enforcement activities keeps all
our citizens—young and old—female, male, and non-binary—safe from crime, reduces the
risks from terrorism, and protects us from the threat of war.

One of the biggest deliveries of the India-U.S. Defense and Security Partnership has been the
progression from ‘Democracies can deliver’ to ‘Democracies have delivered’, said Bipul
Chattopadhyay, Executive Director, CUTS International. Delivering his opening remarks,
Chattopadhyay added that the India-U.S. relationship is growing and is going to grow further
in the coming years.

Highlighting the historical relationship between India and the U.S., Lieutenant General
Subrata Saha, Former Member of the National Security Advisory Board and Deputy Chief of
Army Staff, mentioned that the 2+2 Dialogues between India and the U.S. have been
instrumental in bridging the gap and provided impetus to this relationship. This has helped to
overcome the bureaucratic delays and accelerate the closeness among the top leadership of
both countries. He said because of their closeness, both nations are talking about undertaking
initiatives in the area of critical and emerging technologies, which is a large area for wider
cooperation.
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Speaking about how the U.S.-India defense and security partnership has panned out in the
Indo-Pacific, Chintamani Mahapatra, Founder and Honorary Chairman of Kalinga Institute of
Indo-Pacific Studies said without India, there would be no Indo-Pacific. He added that it is
important for U.S.-India to stand together for an open, free and prosperous Indo-Pacific.

Pointing out that it is in the interest of U.S. to keep India on its side, Shekhar Dutt, Former
Governor of Chhattisgarh and Defense Secretary of India, added, “One U.S. added to One
India is 11 and together they should seize the opportunities of participating together in the
global supply chain.”

Partha P. Roy Chowdhury, Commercial Lead, Lockheed Martin India, elucidated that the
collaboration of Lockheed Martin India has also created opportunities for MSMEs in India
through forward and backward linkages in production and manufacturing.

Among other illustrious panellists, including Manu Pubby, Senior Editor, Economic
Times; Arun Ramchandani, Executive Vice President L&T Defense; Indranil Banerjie,
Senior Analyst and Freelance Journalist in their remarks, highlighted that there is a need to
deepen trust building between both the countries and this will be the bedrock of this
relationship.

Among the other distinguished speakers were Air Chief Marshal Arup Raha, Former Chief of
Air Staff and President, CENERS-K, Col. Baljinder Singh (Retd.), Director, Aerospace and
Defense, USISPF, India Office and Sucharita Bhattacharjee, Policy Analyst, CUTS
International, who presented their succinct presentation on this timely issue.

https://indiaeducationdiary.in/indo-us-defence-cooperation-has-created-opportunities-for-
indian-msmes-through-forward-and-backward-linkages-in-production-and-manufacturing-
partha-p-roy-chowdhury-commercial-lead-lockheed-mart/
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America to Test India's Air Defense System
Anandabazar Patrika, August 05, 2023
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Maintaining Peace and Security in The Indo-Pacific
Centrality of the India-U.S. Defence Partnership

ETV Bharat, August 04, 2023

China’s growing influence and aggression in the Indian and the Pacific oceans is a major
factor that is driving the growing defence partnership between India and the U.S. in the
context of the Indo-Pacific region, experts say.

“The centrality of the India-U.S. defence partnership is maintaining peace and security in the
Indo-Pacific region,” Lt. Gen. (Retd.) Subrata Saha, former Member of the National Security
Advisory Board and Deputy Chief of Army Staff said at a workshop under the Defence News
Conclave Project organised by the CUTS International think tank with the support of the U.S.
Consulate in Kolkata. “What is driving this partnership is China’s rise.”

The Indo-Pacific is a region that stretches from the east coast of Japan to the west coast of
Africa. In the 21st century, with the rising involvement of the U.S. in the new growth areas of
Asia, the idea of the Indo-Pacific Economic Corridor (IPEC) emerged during the India-U.S.
Strategic Dialogue in 2013. Then U.S. Secretary of State John Kerry referred to the potential
of the Indo-Pacific Economic Corridor in transforming the prospects for development and
investments as well as for trade and transit between the economies of South and Southeast
Asia Indo-Pacific economic corridor.

India and the U.S. share a Global Strategic Partnership. Over the years, India’s designation as
a major defence Partner of the U.S., signing of a series of foundational defence-related
agreements, and a large number of joint military exercises in the Indo-Pacific region have
taken the India-U.S. Defence and Security Partnership to new heights.

Saha said that the growing concentration of power in Chinese President Xi Jinping, China’s
aggression in the South China Sea and towards the East Asian island nation of Taiwan, the
economic coercion of Australia, and expansionism along the Line of Actual Control (LAC)
with India are among the reasons that are driving the defence ties between New Delhi and
Washington.

Chintamani Mahapatra, Founder and Honorary Chairman of the Kalinga Institute of Indo-
Pacific Studies, said the U.S. today is the only superpower left in the world.

“Earlier, India had a non-aligned foreign policy which was by and large anti-American,”
Mabhapatra said. “But India’s economic opening up in June 1991, six months before the
dissolution of the Soviet Union, sent an important message to the U.S. India was seen as a
major destination for investments.”
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Pointing out that without India, there would be no Indo-Pacific, he said: “It is important for
India and the U.S. to stand together for an open, free and prosperous Indo-Pacific.”

According to Mahapatra, because of the deep ties between all-weather friends Pakistan and
China, India and the U.S. must stay together.

“Pakistan today is the most dangerous country in the world,” he said. “It is more dangerous
than China. Fundamentalists, terrorists and the Pakistan Army have all come together.
Fundamentalists have infiltrated the Pakistan Army to the colonel level. That is why, India
and the U.S. should work together.”

According to Shekhar Dutt, former Defence Secretary and Governor of Chhattisgarh, there is
a willingness on the parts of both India and the U.S. to engage in defence cooperation,
especially to take on common adversary China.

“One India and one U.S. may be two countries. One India and one U.S. can also be 11,” Dutt
said. “Both the countries should seize the opportunities and get many tasks done together.”

https://www.etvbharat.com/english/state/delhi/maintaining-peace-and-security-in-indo-
pacific-centrality-of-india-us-defence-partnership/na20230804180442296296914
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September 20, 2023, Jaipur

IARP AU gaTaT™ BIa®Tal 3R Hed §eAAd
A U feadta Ssri=nar &1 e foan

A1 RAJ, September 21, 2023

AN HETATOT GaTa HIABIT R HEH SeARMA A HITST P g Jford R &
forQ o Tg e I SfepT IR HRd & s fguaha & Heey 7oied § 3R 961 ol o a1
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feffed siR g1y fopw U i & R 3R fifaal ok Sl & IR o3+ R & fean
T

IR fewoh O ey Sex-=Md & Hgrifd Udiy Ty Ogdl A &gl fob SmRb1-HRd &l
et Y g & BT ST A H SRl B Ues famia RwieR § wiifes ug v ©
3fafRes Tob JR&T T WA T SR o1t 3 R1&T dh I YA HT GRRT BaArdi g | 2047
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R

Hcl HUR A BT SHNBT 3R HRI S Wi 3R G TS gU TYG JRf&rd 3R ot
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Yrfa (Fag) SIS & Yd IaR 3R IuTeae] TAUSC] & 3R JAGhR/HeTGDR &
IR TR 3R Ui 3R AeRt ISHS HUTad & ShIHIHD crer Jmad J|
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India-U.S. Collaboration Necessary for Free, Open

and Resilient Indo-Pacific
The PageOne Asia, September 22, 2023

The U.S. Consulate General Kolkata and CUTS International organised a day-long workshop
titled “Defense News Conclave: Stories of U.S.-India Defense and Security Partnership,” in
Jaipur to create awareness about various aspects of the growing India-U.S. defence
partnership.

An enormous range of Americans have a stake in utilising the full potential of U.S.-India
defence ties as it spans the scope of human endeavour from sea to space, from security to
health, and from energy to education. In the vision of India being a developed country by
2047, the U.S. is going to play a major role in it, said Pradeep S Mehta, Secretary General,
CUTS International in his opening remarks.

At the workshop, Col. Aaron J. Cooper, Air Attaché, Embassy of the United States of
America in India said the U.S. and India have never been more interconnected than they are
now. Whether it be through the information connection of the internet or global supply chains
and from a person-to-person standpoint the U.S. and India are unquestionably, like never
before.

He further added to his remarks, “I would be surprised today if there is not one friend or
family member or someone known from here, not attending school in the U.S. Some of the
U.S. prominent business people are Indo-American, not to mention political leaders including
our current U.S. Vice-President Kamala Harris”.

“In the modern world, there is no nation, whether designated by some as a developed or
developing large country or superpower that can go alone or can securely stand by itself.
Increasingly interconnected and globalised economy, our nations can only achieve security in
multiple areas such as health, economic security, defense security by relying on India’s
partners and allies. When we examine the new economic order, the Indo-Pacific is pivotal
and is playing an increasingly pivotal role. It is clear for the future, that the Indo-Pacific’s
prominence in global affairs is only going to intensify.”

Col. Cooper concluded his remarks by mentioning that an important aspect of the U.S. Indo-
Pacific Strategy is that this goal for the region cannot be achieved by one country alone.
Therefore, it is imperative that both the U.S. and India, the two major democracies in the
world, along with other allies in the region, should work together towards achieving these
goals.
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While discussing the theme of the first session, ‘Scope of Bilateral Frameworks and Growing
Areas of Convergence in U.S.-India Defense and Security Partnership’, Lt. Gen. Subrata
Saha (Retd.), former Member of the National Security Advisory Board and Deputy Chief of
Army Staff said India and the U.S. created a wide range of strategic partnerships based on
their values and beliefs. Both nations have similar principles of democratic rules, fighting
against terrorism and the proliferation of mass destruction weapons.

During the session, Col. Manvendra Singh (Retd.) Editor-in-chief, Defence and Security
Alert said the strategic relations between two countries- the U.S. and India come from
philosophies and policies. It can’t just be dependent on hard-core selling. To ensure a
stronger U.S.-India relationship, it is important that these two countries start working towards
joint Research & Development of Equipment, and then work towards joint production and
exports.

At the second session which focussed on disseminating good practices of the U.S.-India
Defense and Security Partnership in general and its relevance in the Indo-Pacific region, in
particular. Among others, it looked at the milestones set and achieved, and policies and gaps
to be filled in to secure a free, open, inclusive, and prosperous Indo-Pacific region.

Prabudh Sharma, President, Raytheon Technologies in India and South Asia said that India

enjoys the advantage of the availability of low-cost manpower. He drew a comparison that if
an engineer charges USD 300 per hour in the U.S., an engineer in India will probably charge
about USD 30 per hour. This makes the defense manufacturing sector attractive to investors.

Speaking about the changing of the ecosystem induced by the rapid technological pace, Lt.
Gen. Arun Sahni (Retd.), former General Officer Commanding in South Western Command
Chief of the Indian Army said that there have been revolutionary changes in Intelligence,
Surveillance and Reconnaissance (ISR). Algorithm warfare, Nano-technology, the relevance
of lower orbit satellites, integrated Kill chain, and hybrid firepower are the new era of warfare
and technological upgradation is a must.

Lt. Gen. Anil Kumar Ahuja (Retd.), former Deputy Chief of Integrated Defence, Indian Co-
chair of the U.S.-India Defense Technology and Trade Initiative (DTTI) Inter Agency Task
Force and a distinguished fellow at CUTS Washington DC Center said that the U.S.-India
initiative on Critical and Emerging Technology (iCET) has elevated and expanded the
strategic technology partnership and defense industrial cooperation between these two
countries. It provides a platform for achieving technological convergence.

For a comprehensive global and regional strategic partnership, the U.S. and India must form a
joint task force to resolve the issue of U.S. sanctions on countries in and beyond the Indo-
Pacific vis-a-vis India’s diplomatic, economic, and strategic position towards those countries,
he added.
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Among other distinguished speakers at Dialogues on “Deliverables to Deliveries’, were
Manjari Singh, Assistant Professor, Amity Institute of International Studies, Amity
University, Maj. Gen. Sudhakar Jee (Retd.), Former member of Board and Vice President,
L&T Defence and Consultant/Advisor, Defense and Aerospace; Cmde. Mukesh Bhargava
(Retd.) Former Member of Board and Vice President, L&T Defence and Consultant/Advisor,
Defence and Aerospace.

With its headquarters in Jaipur, India, CUTS International has regional centres in Accra,
Lusaka and Nairobi covering West, Southern and East Africa. Besides them, it has centres in
Hanoi, Geneva and Washington DC. In India, it has a regional centre in Kolkata, a rural
development centre in Chittorgarh and a liaison office in New Delhi.

https://cuts-global.org/media-india-us-collaboration-necessary-for-free-open-and-resilient-
indo-pacific.htm
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MY aIfvrsy garar S iawTan ik Hgdied
SR A "I HR HIaad” DI AT DI

NDNews24X7, September 21, 2023

QR AR HETATUNT gdTdy, Hladal 3R ety Sex-eMd (Ageiey) = Mfsar
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TG 3R ST B R 3R FTRIA 3 IR a1 fean |
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Ugd 3 & vy " SAReT-HRd & 3R iR  tRATY] ol T4 3R SRR &
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JAGHR/TARHR, &M 3R TIRIGY; HHISR b2 T (JaTgw) s & Jd e 3R
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November 21, 2023, Mumbai

U.S.-India Defense Partnership is Now at An All-
Time High

Real Voice of India, APN News and SmartGovernance, November 21, 2023

U.S.-India Defense Partnership is functioning at an all-time high said Rear Admiral Michael
Baker, Senior Defense Official and Defense Attaché at the U.S. Embassy, New Delhi.

Rear Admiral was speaking at a day-long workshop titled “Defense News Conclave: Stories
of U.S.-India Defense and Security Partnership,” organised by the U.S. Department of State
through the U.S. Consulate General Kolkata and CUTS International.

Arguing that the U.S.-India defense partnership is important for establishing peace and
stability in the Indo-Pacific Region, the U.S. Senior Defense Official further said that this
partnership has various opportunities such as ammunition, aircraft, underwater awareness
technology, and cyber security.

He added, that moving ahead, the U.S.-India strategic partnership is following a three-prong
strategy viz. defense-industrial cooperation, contemporary operational partnership, and future
emerging domain for investment and partnership.

Rear Admiral Baker, mentioned that in June 2023 Secretary of Defense Lloyd J Austin
endorsed a new roadmap for defense Industrial cooperation between the two countries. The
framework of the roadmap can be found online. The core of the plan is to partner together to
accelerate and deepen integration between Defense Industrial sectors.

Vice Admiral Girish Luthra (Retd.), former Flag Officer Commanding-in-Chief, Western
Naval Command mentioned that the U.S.-India Defense Partnership is a broad-based,
multisectoral, and multidomain partnership. He informed that there are three pillars of the
U.S.-India comprehensive strategic partnership — working together on local and global issues
in the Indo-Pacific; cooperation among armed forces of the two countries; and the defense
technology, defense trade, and equipment systems.

Delivering the Opening Remarks, Greg Pardo, Spokesperson, U.S. Consulate General

Mumbai said the U.S. considers India as a key partner in the Indo-Pacific and India and vice
versa. Therefore, he underlined the need to take advantage of the momentum built on this
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synergy and strengthen bilateral ties encompassing people-to-people ties, and industrial &
academic collaborations.

The workshop was spread across two sessions viz—U.S.-India Cooperation in Next Level
Warfare and the Significance of U.S.-India Naval Collaboration. It informed the participants
that the bilateral defense relationship between the U.S. and India is robust and continues to
grow.

The first session underlined the significance of the U.S.-India defense partnership for 21st-
century modern warfare including understanding the dimensions of Hybrid warfare as a
subset of statecraft that uses diplomacy, information, military, and economic elements
(DIME).

Lt. Gen. Subrata Saha (Retd.), Former Deputy Chief of Army Staff said today we are moving
into an era of manoeuvres of technology over manoeuvre of forces in future wars. Grey Zone
warfare and non-contact warfare are witnessing an explosion of innovative exploitation of
dual-use technologies.

Lt. Gen. Sanjay Verma (Retd.), Former Director General Weapons and Equipment, Ministry
of Defense and Consultant, DRDO held that the Indian private industry is thriving now and
we are shifting gears in innovation. India is driving force is software and this will help both
(U.S. and India) to strengthen this cooperation.

Discussions in the second session highlighted India’s National Security Apparatus including
Maritime Security on the Eastern Coast of Africa, and the Arabian Sea, and the Strategic
Defense Partnership in the Indo-Pacific Region.

KP Vijayalakshmi, Professor & Head, Department of Geopolitics and International Relations,
Manipal University pointed out that interdependence and interconnectedness are the bedrock

of U.S.-India naval collaboration. The naval collaboration between the U.S. and Indian navy

is the best thing.

Cmde. Srikant B Kesnur (Retd.), Former Director of the Maritime Warfare Center in Mumbai
said that there are some areas of greater maritime cooperation between India and the U.S.
One is the agreement and exchanges, another one is operational interaction and this is the
area where deliverables have become the deliveries.

Among other distinguished speakers at Dialogues on “Deliverables to Deliveries” were
Cmde. Mukesh Bhargava (Retd.), Deputy Chairman, Defense & Aerospace Committee,
FICCI Guijarat and Senior Advisor, Defense & Aerospace Committee, CM Madhya Pradesh;
Capt. Nikunj Parashar (Retd.), Founder, Sagar Defense Engineering Pvt. Ltd; Shrikant
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Paranjpe, Honorary Adjunct Professor, Department of Defense and Strategic Studies,
Savitribai Phule Pune University; Alaric Diniz, Partner, Aerospace & Defense, Deloitte,
India; Sandhya Sharma, Editor, Technology Policy and Foreign Policy, ET Prime and
Rahesha Sehgal, Anchor, WION News.

More than 60 representatives from the media think tanks, defense experts, defense industry
leaders and civil society participated in the hybrid event hosted in Mumbai.

With its headquarters in Jaipur, India, CUTS International has regional centres in Accra,
Lusaka and Nairobi covering West, Southern and East Africa. Besides them, it has centres in
Hanoi, Geneva and Washington DC. In India, it has a regional centre in Kolkata, a rural
development centre in Chittorgarh and a liaison office in New Delhi.

https://cuts-global.org/media-us-india-defense-partnership-is-now-at-an-all-time-high-
november-21-2023.htm

https://www.smartgovernance.in/u-s-india-defence-partnership-at-an-all-time-high/

https://www.divyabhaskar.co.in/national/news/us-india-defense-partnership-at-all-time-high-
132174531.html?_branch_match id=1258333536738879445&utm_campaign=132174531&
utm_medium=sharing& branch_referrer=H4sIAAAAAAAAA8s0KSkottL XT8ksq0zUTdLLzN
MvVNHHLQgyiLgAh1TQIANp7rNx4AAAA%3D
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Saamna, November 22, 2023
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India’s Security Wake-Up Call: Critical Imperatives

In The Face of Non-Contact Warfare
Raksha Anirveda, November 24, 2023

Warren Buffett, the renowned investor, made a thought-provoking observation during the
2008 financial crisis. He noted that the term “weapons of mass destruction” isn’t limited
solely to nuclear weapons; it extends to encompass various other realms, including financial
instruments.

In the ever-evolving landscape of warfare, technological advancements have ushered in a
new era of strategic possibilities. The integration of long-range missiles, precision-guided
smart weapons, unmanned systems, robots, and satellites has given military strategists a
transformative edge. This paradigm shift in warfare, driven predominantly by cutting-edge
technology, is aptly coined as “Non-Contact” or “Non-Contact Warfare.”

In essence, this form of warfare leverages a comprehensive utilisation of national capabilities
in a seamlessly integrated fashion. Its primary objective is to achieve swift and decisive
victories by remotely disrupting, denying, and destroying the enemy’s war-waging potential.
This is executed through the precise delivery of destructive kinetic energy and the strategic
application of soft power, facilitated by relentless information operations.

The overarching goal is to dismantle the enemy’s command and control systems and war
infrastructure. This comprehensive approach encompasses information warfare and
operations, missile warfare, remote warfare through drone attacks, and the strategic
integration of robotics. All of this unfolds within an environment characterised by battlefield
transparency and facilitated by cutting-edge Command, Control, Communication, Computers,
Intelligence, Surveillance, Target Acquisition, and Reconnaissance (C4ISTAR) systems.

Former Army chief General Bipin Rawat emphasised the imperative role of the Army in
embracing technological advancements, stressing the significance of non-contact warfare as a
pivotal strategy for gaining an edge over adversaries in the future.

General Rawat, in remarks made a few years ago, highlighted the growing relevance of non-
contact warfare in the landscape of upcoming conflicts. He clarified that this shift towards
non-contact warfare does not diminish the importance of the infantry—the soldiers on the
ground armed with rifles—whose relevance will persist across ages.

The General underscored that non-contact warfare is poised to provide a crucial advantage in
future conflicts. He emphasised the necessity of comprehending the specific context that
demands a strategic move in this direction. In essence, General Bipin Rawat’s perspective
echoed the conviction that leveraging technological innovations and embracing non-contact
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warfare is essential for maintaining a strategic advantage in the evolving dynamics of modern
warfare.

Implications and world at large

When it comes to modern warfare, cyber warfare has become an indispensable component,
seamlessly integrated into military strategies. The U.S. Department of Defence defines cyber
operations as the integrated employment of Electronic Warfare (EW), Computer Net
Operations, Military Deception, Psychological Operations, and Operational Security. This
orchestrated approach aims to influence, disrupt, correct, or undermine the adversary’s
decision-making processes while safeguarding one’s own interests.

In the realm of artillery, Unmanned Aerial Vehicles (UAVS) take centre stage, directing fire
assaults and conducting Post Strike Damage Assessment (PSDA) for any firepower
engagement. The utilisation of satellites, UAVSs, and on-the-ground agents in enemy territory
plays a pivotal role in target acquisition for Missiles and Precision Guided Munitions
(PGMs), aligning with the broader strategy of Non-Contact Warfare.

Acrtificial intelligence, notably in the form of robotics, emerges as a significant player in this
paradigm. Robots equipped for multifaceted soldiering tasks, coupled with Unmanned
Ground Vehicles (UGVs) and Unmanned Surface Vehicles (USVs), revolutionise operations
in both land and sea theatres.

Delving into the specifics of Non-Contact Warfare, envisioning its application in an advanced
armed forces scenario unfolds a strategic sequence. The initiation involves targeting
communication and reconnaissance satellites in outer space. Subsequent stages encompass
Information Operations, designed to disorient and confuse the enemy by manipulating power
grids and disseminating false information. The culmination of this orchestrated assault
involves a barrage of artillery and missiles. Finally, the deployment of robots via unmanned
helicopters takes the forefront in ground combat, seizing objectives and paving the way for
the subsequent entry of ground troops to secure the area through strategic link-ups.

Wars of the 21st Century and India’s Need of the hour

During a recent workshop organised by CUTS International on ‘Deliverables to Deliveries’,
Stories of U.S.-India Defense and Security Partnership, Lt Gen Subrata Saha (retd), Former
Deputy Chief of Army Staff posed a critical question during his address at an event,
prompting a profound examination of the evolving nature of threats. He asked, “Given the
kind of threats that are evolving, do we have the luxury anymore to be as deliberate as we
have been in the past?”

This thought-provoking question catalyses discussions on the concept of future warfare. Lt
Gen Saha goes on to assert that the nation is already embroiled in a state of grey zone war
with China, constituting a significant threat. He draws attention to the intricate web of
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geopolitical complexities, including a nexus between China and Pakistan, the establishment
of submarine bases in Bangladesh and Myanmar, and a new government in the Maldives that
has expressed the desire for the withdrawal of Indian military forces in its initial interactions
with an Indian minister. Lt Gen Saha suggests that behind these developments, discernible
forces are at play.

Considering this geopolitical landscape, Lt Gen Saha contends that the nation is standing on
the precipice of non-contact warfare, a future paradigm where traditional military strategies
may no longer be as effective.

What India should be prepared for?

Lt Gen Subrata Saha’s insights underscore the imperative for India to prepare for potential
threats in various domains. In the realm of space, he emphasises the need for India to
anticipate and mitigate threats to its space assets. The effects of such threats could be far-
reaching, impacting communications, command and control systems, intelligence gathering,
surveillance capabilities, and the utilisation of sensors and weapon systems.

In the context of cyber threats, it is essential to point to the experiences of the previous year,
highlighting the clear and present danger posed by cyber adversaries. The nature of these
threats, whether in the public domain or undisclosed, represents a significant challenge that
requires comprehensive cybersecurity measures.

Additionally, the reference to the cutting of subsea cables off the coast of Taiwan serves as a
reminder of the vulnerabilities associated with undersea communication infrastructure. Given
India’s extensive network of subsea cables that connect it with the rest of the world,
addressing potential threats to this vital connectivity becomes a critical consideration. The
collaborative nature of addressing such challenges, emphasises that no single country,
including India or the U.S., can effectively deal with these threats alone. The necessity for
like-minded nations to join forces in confronting emerging threats in this century becomes
paramount for collective security and resilience.

Incoming Autonomous Threats

The importance of acknowledging and addressing the autonomous systems being developed,
particularly by the People’s Republic of China stands unavoidable. The advancement and
public display of such autonomous technologies present a strategic consideration for India,
highlighting the need to stay abreast of technological developments that could impact
national security.

Looking beyond traditional warfare, the multifaceted nature of future conflicts should be
sketched out with gravity. Information warfare, psychological warfare, propaganda, influence
operations, and electoral manipulation are identified as key elements in the arsenal of
contemporary warfare. And pointing to instances, such as the alleged manipulation of
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Canadian elections by China, as indicative of the evolving strategies employed by state actors
to achieve their objectives.

Recognizing the interconnected and global nature of these challenges, the inadequacy of
individual countries dealing with such threats alone gets naturally highlighted. A
collaborative approach, stressing the importance of like-minded nations coming together to
address the complexities of modern warfare should not go unseen. This collective effort
becomes essential to confront the diverse array of challenges that exploit social, cultural, and
political fault lines, requiring a united response to safeguard shared interests.

The Bottom Line

The emerging era indeed emphasises the strategic significance of technology and its role in
shaping the battlefield. In light of this transformative shift, the call for much deeper, stronger,
and comprehensive partnerships with like-minded nations becomes imperative. Collaborative
efforts enable the pooling of resources, the sharing of technological expertise, and the
development of joint strategies to effectively navigate the challenges presented by the
evolving nature of warfare.

These partnerships extend beyond traditional military alliances and encompass collaborative
initiatives in areas such as intelligence sharing, cybersecurity, technological innovation, and
diplomatic efforts. Recognizing shared values and interests, like-minded nations can forge
alliances that enhance their collective capabilities, resilience, and ability to respond to
multifaceted threats.

https://raksha-anirveda.com/indias-security-alert-imperatives-in-non-contact-
warfare/#:~:text=The%20overarching%20goal%20is%20to,the%20strateqgic%20integration
%200f%20robotics.
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January 05, 2024, Hyderabad

Leveraging Big Data and Regulatory Frameworks to
Strengthen Indo-U.S. Al Ties

The News Hashtag, January 06, 2024

In the context of evolving U.S.-China relations, experts emphasize the pivotal role of big data
tailored for artificial intelligence (Al) and the establishment of a robust regulatory framework
in deepening Indo-U.S. Al relations. This was discussed during a workshop on “Defense
News Conclave: Stories of U.S.-India Defense and Security Partnership,” jointly organised
by CUTS International, U.S. Consulate Hyderabad, and the U.S. Consulate Kolkata.

Defense experts highlighted the current Al landscape in India and underscored the imperative
for collaborative efforts in this sector. Lt. Gen. (Retd) Anil Kapoor, Board Member of
Technology Innovation Hub Governing Body, emphasised, “When considering Al from a
defense perspective, there must be clarity on trust in data, the volume of data, and the typical
characteristics of big data. India is still consolidating big data. Despite having a substantial
digital public infrastructure, more data needs to be generated for Al in defense.”

He added, “The data we currently possess is oriented towards business and augmented
intelligence. For defense, joint efforts between India and the U.S. are essential to creating a
singular source of truth.” The ongoing ‘U.S.-India Artificial Intelligence (USIAI) initiative
serves as a platform for bilateral cooperation on Al and R&D between the two nations.

Major General (Retd) Pawan Anand, Head of AtmaNirbhar Bharat Initiative at the United
Service Institution of India, underscored the necessity of using data conditioned specifically
for AL “Synthetic data fed to Al is likely to yield inaccurate results. Therefore, it is crucial to
use data conditioned for Al, an area where India currently lacks and requires support from the
U.S. While substantial dialogues on Al are already underway, the focus should now shift to
establishing regulatory framework mechanisms for Al he remarked.

Defense stands as a linchpin in Indo-U.S. relations, with bilateral defense trade reaching
US$5 billion, according to U.S. Consul General Jennifer Larson.

https://thenewshashtag.com/leveraging-big-data-and-requlatory-frameworks-to-strengthen-
indo-us-ai-ties/
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For a Free, Open, Inclusive and Prosperous Indo-
Pacific Region
HANS INDIA, January 06, 2024

To facilitate dialogue between experts and participants for the relevance of the U.S.-India
Defence and Security Partnership, the U.S. Consulate General Kolkata, the U.S. Department
of State, and CUTS International (a leading public body) organised a day-long workshop
titled ‘Dialogues on “Deliverables to Deliveries” in the city on Friday.

The workshop was spread across two sessions that focused on disseminating a better
understanding of good practices between the U.S.A and India in the joint development of
advanced defence-related technologies, especially in the context of evolving geopolitical,
including geo-strategic and geo-economic developments in the Indo-Pacific region.

In her opening remarks during the day-long session, Jennifer Larson, Consul General, U.S.
Consulate, Hyderabad, said, “A few areas of U.S.-India relations have seen as much recent
progress as the defence relationship. Over the last two decades, the U.S. has become a
significant supplier of defence equipment to India and has become India’s largest military
exercise partner.”

She added that “the bilateral defence trade with India has grown exponentially year-over-
year. We were at essentially zero in 2008, and that number has grown to reach almost US $25
billion by the end of 2023.”

Consul General Larson stated that several U.S. aerospace companies have established
partnerships with Indian counterparts, facilitating technology transfer and enhancing
indigenous defence production capabilities in India, including several taking place in
Hyderabad. “Together, both nations have taken steps to improve inter-operability and
coordination and signed technical agreements to further expand India’s access to high-end
American defence technology.”

Addressing distinguished panellists and workshop participants, the Consul General also
discussed the increase in joint U.S.-India military exercises and cooperation, “including those
involving the U.S. and Indian Navies held at Visakhapatnam, the headquarters of the Indian
Navy’s Eastern Command. Joint service exercises like Tiger Triumph are important as they
help our navies work effectively, side-by-side, in providing disaster relief for communities
devastated by tsunamis, earthquakes, and floods across the region.”

The day-long workshop also focused on the joint exploration and opportunities in high-tech
defence innovation, cyber and industrial collaboration, the Security of Supply Agreement
(SOSA), the assessment of threat perceptions, and regional trends. As the Indo-Pacific region
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will be a deciding factor in this relationship, the workshop dwelt upon the global strategic
cooperation and interoperability between the navies of India and the USA in crucial
geostrategic domains and the potential collaboration between them in the Indian Ocean.

https://www.thehansindia.com/telangana/hyderabad-for-a-free-open-inclusive-and-
prosperous-indo-pacific-region-849434
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February 06, 2024, Chennai

U.S. Consulate and CUTS International Organise

Workshop on Defense News in Chennai
Chennai Vision, February 07, 2024

The U.S. Consulate General Chennai, the U.S. Consulate General Kolkata, and CUTS
International organised a day-long workshop in Chennai today entitled “Defense News
Conclave: Stories of U.S.-India Defense and Security Partnership” to highlight the strength of
the bilateral defense and security partnership between the U.S. and India and the growing
U.S.-India strategic relationship in the Indo-Pacific region.

In the Welcome remarks, Pradeep S. Mehta, Secretary General, CUTS International, began
by highlighting the dynamic U.S.-India cooperation, where the two countries have evolved as
the most valued partners in today’s geopolitical scenario.

He mentioned that owing to the converging security and strategic interests, embedded in the
commitment to promoting a resilient, rules-based international order, substantial bilateral
progress has been witnessed through the ideation and execution of a “Comprehensive Global
Strategic Partnership.”

With the backdrop of the 5th Annual India-U.S. 2+2 Ministerial Dialogue (November 2023),
the countries have been focused on interoperability and maximisation of shared benefits of
agreements.

Mehta suggested that this development must be substantiated in the future with endeavours
like the transition into a 3+3 dialogue encompassing trade, intrinsically linked to both foreign
policy and defense policy.

In his keynote address, U.S. Consul General in Chennai Christopher Hodges said, “The U.S.
and India share a convergence of interests and values and are enjoying a real moment in the
bilateral relationship. It’s up to us to take advantage of that momentum and draw from the
power and dynamism of our diverse populations to drive research and innovation across the
business, education, culture and defense. We must bring all of our talents on both sides to the
table to help drive this relationship forward.”

On these lines, the tone was set for the keynote address of S. Christopher, Former Chairman,
of the Defence Research and Development Organisation (DRDO), mentioning the India-U.S.
relationship was going through a dynamic transition.
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He said that the relationship has been strengthened through a parallel progression of
connecting people of both nations, creating newer avenues and also partnerships. In the
present scenario, India is on its way to having the maximum number of youth population,
looking forward to connecting with the rest of the world and creating further opportunities.
Power and partnership model is the new key to connectivity between the two countries.

Another aspect is the establishment of startups, with knowledge in IT and Al. Joint projects
are encouraged with possibilities of academicians joining in the industries in the U.S. In
addition, there is a costly process of engagement for entering the U.S. market, limiting the
projects.

This must be addressed to have a more homogeneous connectivity. DRDO and DARPA
(Defense Advanced Research Projects Agency) can look at combining and producing joint
equipments, which will not just be cost effective but technologically supreme.

While discussing the theme of the first session, “U.S.-India Industrial and Strategic
Collaboration,” Wg Cdr P. Madhusoodanan (Retd.), Vice President, Aerospace and Defense,
Tamil Nadu, Chennai, spoke about the co-production and co-development in aerospace and
defense, not restricted to the military alone, but holding a much larger domain- aviation,
space, and defense.

This creates an opportunity beyond the boundaries. The manufacturing part holds the
attention of the MSMEs. Lt. Gen Anil Ahuja (Retd.), Indian Co-Chair of the U.S.-India
Defence Technology and Trade, pointed out that DTII had provided a cushion for adjusting
the change between Obama and Trump regimes.

Similarly, iCET will give a smooth transition between the Biden administration and its
successors. In this regard, G. Balachandran, former Consultant, Institute of Defence Studies
and Analysis (IDSA) mentioned that India’s technological presence is vital for its future.

Air Marshall M. Matheswaran (Retd.) Founder Chairman and President, The Peninsula
Foundation, spoke about the need to intensify cooperation including the sectors of technology
transfer.

The second session, on “Security Cooperation in the Indian Ocean Region,” Harinder
Sekhon, Former Intelligence and Strategic Analyst with the National Security Council
Secretariat, Government of India, mentioned that India is reiterating closer cooperations
globally to address challenges in the Indian Ocean Region, especially in sectors of technology
and security.

With this perspective, India’s role in the Quad has come to the forefront, as mentioned by V.
Adm M.P. Muralidharan (Retd.), who substantially put forth the notion that the joint
capabilities of the four countries of the Quad can send a deterrent message to any country
which poses a security threat to this group.
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This year’s upcoming Quad summit will inevitably be a chance for India to work with other
countries with mutual interests in the region, to further stabilise its position and
collaboratively check any challenges.

Nikhil K. Rao, Managing Director and Chief Engineer for the Boeing India Engineering,
Tamil Nadu, mentioned that India is likely to become the largest economy by 2027 and the
U.S., the second largest economy by then and this would define the dynamics of the period,
drawing attention to partners like the Boeing, which would take a major lead.

As a valuable and reliable friend, such a company has access to holistic weapons from sea
bed to outer space and can enhance further outreach of the Indian Navy, in areas of
autonomous weapons.

Among other distinguished speakers at the “Defense News Conclave: Stories of U.S.-India
Defense and Security Partnership” are Lt. General Anil Ahuja (Retd.), Indian Co-Chair of the
U.S. India Defence Technology and Trade; T. Suvarna Raju, Former Chairman and
Managing Director, Hindustan Aeronautics Limited (HAL); Vijay Sakhuja, Former Director,
National Maritime Foundation; Snehesh Alex Philip,Senior Executive Editor, The Print;
Cmde. S. Vasan (Retd.), Director General, Chennai Centre for China Studies and Regional
Director, National Maritime Foundation, Tamil Nadu.

https://chennaivision.com/u-s-consulate-and-cuts-international-organise-workshop-on-
defense-news-in-chennai/#google vignette
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India’s Defence Offset Policy: Challenges &
Opportunities

Economic Times, December 17, 2022

“We need to diversify offsets to non-defence sectors for overall economic benefits,” said
Pradeep S. Mehta, Secretary General of CUTS International. “To ensure that, our offset
credits are used, we need to move the Defence Offset Facilitation Agency (DOFA) which
currently functions under the MoD, to be moved out of MoD to the Ministry of Commerce &
Industry or Department of Economic Affairs, as practiced in many countries. Because, being
under the Defence Ministry, there are internal blockages which lead to lapses. For example,
US$2.24bn has lapsed last year according to the Defence Ministry in a statement in the
parliament.”

Mehta was speaking at a webinar organised by CUTS International under the Defense News
Conclave Project, which is being implemented with the support of the U.S. Consulate
Kolkata.

Speaking at the event, Kris Osborn, President and Editor-in-Chief, Warrior Maven, said, “It is
inspirational to look at what the Pentagon is doing in a technical sense to enhance multi-
domain connectivity and the third offset policy” Pentagon is working extensively on
collaboration with allies — sharing information and enhancing multi-domain capabilities.

Maven added that new technologies drive the need for new tactics, new implementation and
regulatory framework, in this respect U.S. and India may join together for joint technology
production.

Air Marshall M Matheswaran (Retd.), Chairman and President, The Peninsula foundation,
Chennai, who has been a committee member during the defence offset policy formulation
spoke about the importance of technology and India being late to the party to reap the
benefits. suggested that India should catch up and apart from indigenous research, a lot of
investment in indigenous processes is required.

He further noted that, “offsets are one of the mechanisms through which India should
leverage technological capabilities through its large purchases and fill-in the gaps as much as
possible for its critical technology requirements”.

He also observed, “There is a need to bring in a holistic approach, bringing in direct and in-
direct offsets and there is a requirement of National Offset Policy (NOP), as it is an effective
tool!”. In the age of upgrades, platforms maybe old and hence they require revamping and
holistic outlook.
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Sanjay Pulipaka, former Senior Fellow, Delhi Policy Group, stated that “Offset Policy is not
a silver bullet, but it is one among the many policies needed to improve domestic
manufacturing in India”. As an independent researcher, he felt the need for a robust
professional organisation that deals solely with offsets.

He further spoke about various multipliers introduced in Defence Acquisition Procedure
(DAP) 2020, which includes Transfer of Technology (ToT) as an important element. Since
the inception of Defence Offset Policy in 2005, it has met with various challenges but the
silver lining is that, the course can be corrected and challenges can be turned into
opportunities in times to come.

Kriti Upadhyaya, Vice President, Strategic Advisory, C2Ci Innovations Americas, elaborated
that in countries like the U.S., a lot of investment is coming from the private sector and there
is an open approach towards governmental policies.

Upadhyaya observed that “there is no need to mandate the offset policy, rather, incentivise it
and companies who take up offset policy (voluntarily) should be given tax credits and other
benefits and this would further broaden the investments”

Lt. Gen. Anil Kapoor (Retd.), Chairman, National Advisory Committee, Asset Management
Society, India, discussed about some of the best practices followed by countries around the
globe.

Defence offsets came up from the need to develop capability, the crux of defence offsets is
capability development”, adding, we should take long term view as it takes time to develop
capabilities.

Partha P Roy Chowdhury, Commercial Lead India for Lockheed Martin, mentioned that,
“The aim of policies in India has always been to achieve macro objectives but no one is
bothered with micro objectives”, citing an example of Ashok Leyland and Lockheed Martin
combining to produce 100% make in India, Light Bullet Proof Vehicle (LBPF).

Amit Cowshish, former Financial Adviser (Acquisition), Ministry of Defence, has been a
close watcher of the evolution of this policy. He said that the objectives of India’s defence
offset policy is unclear and “for the first 7 years, the DPP (Defence Procurement Procedure)
2005 did not even specify what the objective of the offset policy was”.

There should be an offset contract that enables the vendor the freedom to achieve the
objectives. He noted that the text of the policy and guidelines should be clear and training to
people who are supposed to manage the offset contract should be looked into.
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Workshop on India-U.S. Geo-Political Relations:
Past, Present and Future
NE India Broadcast, September 26, 2022

In the context of the India-U.S. bilateral relationship, “There is a need to minimise
differences and maximise opportunities” said Lt. Gen (Retd.) D S Hooda, former General
Officer Commanding- in-Chief, Indian Army’s Northern Command. He was speaking at a
virtual workshop, titled

“India-U.S. Geopolitical Relations: Past, Present and Future” which saw distinguished
panellists addressing thematic issues relating to the bilateral partnership, with a special focus
on defence ties.”

The workshop was organised by CUTS International under the Defense News Conclave
Project, being implemented with the support of the U.S. State Department (U.S. Consulate
Kolkata). This project aims at creating awareness about the importance of India-U.S. defense
relations, particularly in the context of contemporary developments in the Indo-

Pacific region.

Raymond Vickery, Senior Adviser, Albright Stonebridge Group, stated that 1991 was a
crucial year for the India-U.S. strategic relationship, being the year the Soviet Union
collapsed and India opened up its economy — therefore creating a window for India and the
U.S. to cooperate across the board.

While the period from 1947-1991 saw relations fluctuating, including many ups and downs,
the trajectory of the relationship since 1991 is noteworthy. He pointed to the period from
2005-2008 being a great breakthrough, when the Civil Nuclear deal was put in place, which
was in essence more about the strategic relationship than about civil nuclear cooperation.

Vickery opined that there was a tension between India’s foreign policy and strategic posture.
He emphasised that the “strategic values of defending democracy, having non-aggression,
building

peace and stability, rule of law, is a very strong factor”, and that the strategic convergence
between India and the U.S. should not be restricted to views on border and territorial
concerns, but also be on the broader question of values.

Anit Mukherjee, Associate Professor, S Rajaratnam School of International Studies,
Nanyang Technological University, Singapore, stated, on the other hand, that as opposed to
values, the issues which bring India and the U.S. together are interests alone. While the
interests don’t align perfectly, Mukherjee observed that “best friendships are shaped by the
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interests that bind them”, and for India and the U.S., the interests align mainly because of
shared concerns of a rising China.

On bilateral defence ties, he noted that the military-military and defense relationship has been
growing from strength to strength, across areas if defence trade and joint military exercises.

Mukherjee also stated that at the government-to government level, there is a fair degree of
open speak and engagement in the India-U.S. relationship, where they are talking honestly
about the things that both divide and unite them.

Swasti Rao, Associate Fellow, MP-IDSA, discussed the evolving multilateralism in the Indo-
Pacific region, nothing that the various coalitions in the Indo-Pacific address both

threat perceptions as well as larger normative goals (climate change, resilient supply chains,
green energy, COVID-19 vaccines etc.). In her view, the Transatlantic and the Indo-Pacific
security architectures are merging, driven by geopolitical changes. Rao also spoke at length
on the role of Europe in the evolving landscape.

Overall, she emphasised the need to “declutter the crowded, complex space of initiatives in
the Indo-Pacific.” Pointing out that no two countries can have an identical foreign policy and
a complete convergence of interests, she stressed on the imperative of mapping conferences.

Delivering the vote of thanks, Bipul Chatterjee, Executive Director, CUTS International
thanked the speakers and audience for their enthusiastic participation. Giving an overview of
the workshop series and the roadmap for further activities under this project, he also spoke on
the future of the India-U.S. relationship. He highlighted that in the coming decades, the way
forward would be for the two great democracies of the world to work together, and show that
democracies not just can, but will deliver.

The virtual session saw enthusiastic participation, with over forty participants joining to hear
experts deliberate on these issues. This was the final virtual workshop under this series,
which have been conceptualised as capacity-building sessions for medi professionals, so that
they can have a more informed view of defense and strategic matters.

With its headquarters in Jaipur, India, CUTS International has regional centres in Accra,
Lusaka and Nairobi covering West, Southern and East Africa. Besides them, it has centres in
Hanoi, Geneva and Washington DC. In India, it has a regional centre in Kolkata, a rural
development centre in Chittorgarh and a liaison office in New Delhi.
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Indo-U.S. Bilateral Ties to Be Built on Greater

Understanding and Trust
Sahara Samay, September 26, 2022

In the context of the India-U.S. bilateral relationship, “There is a need to minimise
differences and maximise opportunities” said Lt. Gen (Retd.) D S Hooda, former General
Officer Commanding-in-Chief, Indian Army's Northern Command. He was speaking at a
virtual workshop, titled “India-U.S. Geopolitical Relations: Past, Present and Future” which
saw distinguished panellists addressing thematic issues relating to the bilateral partnership,
with a special focus on defence ties.

The workshop was organised by CUTS International under the Defense News Conclave
Project, being implemented with the support of the U.S. State Department.

Gen. Hooda spoke about recent geopolitical events and accompanying strategic realignments,
and their consequences in terms of the challenges and opportunities for the India-U.S.
relationship. He noted that the India-U.S. partnership is strong today, driven by a recognition
of the need to work together to handle geopolitical challenges in the Indo-Pacific region and a
rising China.

He pointed out three geopolitical challenges that the relationship will have to navigate:

(1) the diferences over positions on the Russia-Ukraine war, driven by India’s strategic
autonomy.

(2) the U.S.” withdrawal from Afghanistan and the Taliban takeover, which has the potential
to destabilise the region.

(3) India-China relations, which have deteriorated over the past two years.

Raymond Vickery, Senior Adviser, Albright Stonebridge Group, stated that 1991 was a
crucial year for the India-U.S. strategic relationship, being the year the Soviet Union
collapsed and India opened up its economy — therefore creating a window for India and the
U.S. to cooperate across the board.

While the period from 1947-1991 saw relations fluctuating, including many ups and downs,
the trajectory of the relationship since 1991 is noteworthy. He pointed to the period from
2005-2008 being a great breakthrough, when the Civil Nuclear deal was put in place, which
was in essence more about the strategic relationship than about civil nuclear cooperation.
Vickery opined that there was a tension between India’s foreign policy and strategic posture.
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He emphasised that the “strategic values of defending democracy, having non-aggression,
building peace and stability, rule of law, is a very strong factor”, and that the strategic
convergence between India and the U.S. should not be restricted to views on border and
territorial concerns, but also be on the broader question of values.

Anit Mukherjee, Associate Professor, S Rajaratnam School of International Studies, Nanyang
Technological University, Singapore, stated, on the other hand, that as opposed to values, the
issues which bring India and the U.S. together are interests alone. While the interests don’t
align perfectly, Mukherjee observed that “best friendships are shaped by the interests that
bind them”, and for India and the U.S., the interests align mainly because of shared concerns
of a rising China.

On bilateral defence ties, he noted that the military-military and defence relationship has been
growing from strength to strength, across areas of defence trade and joint military exercises.

Swasti Rao, Associate Fellow, MP-IDSA, discussed the evolving multilateralism in the
IndoPacific region, nothing that the various coalitions in the Indo-Pacific address both threat
perceptions as well as larger normative goals (climate change, resilient supply chains, green
energy, COVID-19 vaccines etc.). In her view, the Transatlantic and the Indo-Pacific security
architectures are merging, driven by geopolitical changes. Rao also spoke at length on the
role of Europe in the evolving landscape.

Overall, she emphasised the need to “declutter the crowded, complex space of initiatives in
the Indo-Pacific.” Pointing out that no two countries can have an identical foreign policy and
a complete convergence of interests, she stressed on the imperative of mapping convergences.
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Expert Pitches for a National Security Strategy for
215-Century Warfare

Smart Governance, July 31, 2022

Submarine Veteran Commodore Anil Jai Singh has opined that a National Security Strategy
is essential for 21st-century warfare. There was no real foundation for India’s structural
military reforms in the absence of such strategic guidance.

Speaking at a workshop titled “Defense Modernisation in India: Policies, Commands, and
Capabilities,” he also warned India against copying other countries’ security strategies,
emphasising the importance of developing its own model that takes into account the multi-
dimensional kinetic and non-kinetic challenges.

Commodore Singh observed the difficulties associated with procuring defence equipment
using standard competitive bidding models. He cited the example of equipment purchased
from various Original Equipment Manufacturers (OEMs), which caused operational,
maintenance, and training issues.

He also stressed the importance of India making early decisions on nuclear-powered attack
submarine collaborations in order to achieve its goal of becoming the pre-eminent blue-water
power in the Indian Ocean.

This would be consistent with major powers such as the U.S. recognising India as a preferred
security partner in the Indo-Pacific region.

The workshop was organised by CUTS International as part of the Defense News Conclave
Project, which is being carried out with the assistance of the U.S. State Department (U.S.
Consulate Kolkata).

This project aims to raise awareness about the significance of India-U.S. defence relations,
particularly in light of recent developments in the region.

Maroof Raza, a media commentator on military and security issues who moderated the
workshop, stated that there are many interconnected areas in the field of defence, so you can’t
operate in watertight compartments.

Amit Cowshish, Partner at Dua Associates and former Financial Advisor (Acquisition) at the
Ministry of Defence, observed that it was time to focus more on the outcomes of India’s
defence budgets rather than just the allocation and utilisation.

In order to match aspirations with execution, he believes that Indian defence budgets should
be restructured to be more result-oriented. He identified important innovations, such as a
system for managing committed liabilities, as important areas for defence finance reform.
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Cowshish also noted that there was “no cut-and-dry policy on Atmanirbharta,” and the stated
goal of self-reliance in defence was based on a patchwork of policies.

He noted that while there had been many calls for deeper integration between Services
Headquarters and the Ministry of Defence, there was little clarity on the modalities of such
integration.

Manvendra Singh, former Member of Parliament and Chairman of the Rajasthan Soldier
Welfare Advisory Committee, emphasised the importance of India having a coherent
National Security Strategy.

He emphasised the need for a bottom-up approach to jointness and integration of military
commands, beginning with joint planning of the services. He proposed establishing a Joint
Logistics Command as the first step toward greater coordination before moving on to joint
operational commands.

Mr Singh also stated that setting benchmarks for defence spending was impractical due to the
constantly evolving nature of security challenges.

He noted the need for more two-way dialogue between the armed forces, Parliament, and the
defence bureaucracy concerning civilian-military relations.

Mr Singh also mentioned non-traditional security challenges, such as climate change, to
which the armed forces must respond dynamically.

Anubha Rathaur discussed her experiences as a forward field commander during the Kargil
conflict. She discussed the difficulties that female officers face in such field assignments.

Rathaur emphasised the role of limited indigenous defence production during that time
period, citing shortages of spares, ammunition, armour, and even mosquito nets experienced
by their units.

Concerning women’s representation in the armed forces, she observed that logistical
challenges were always cited as reasons for not appointing female officers to forward
positions.

This needed to change, and all logistical issues should have been addressed before the
announcement of expanded induction of female officers into the armed forces.

The virtual session was well-attended, with over fifty people tuning in to hear experts debate
these issues. This was the third in a series of such workshops conceived as capacity-building
sessions for media professionals to gain a better understanding of defence and strategic
issues.

https://www.smartgovernance.in/expert-pitches-for-a-national-security-strateqy-for-21st-
century-warfare/
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Militaries Tend to be Conservative in Adaptation to
Change

Ne Now News, July 30, 2022

“In the field of defence, there are a lot of inter-related areas, so you cannot operate in
watertight compartments” said Maroof Raza, media commentator on military and security
issues.

He was moderating a workshop, titled “Defense Modernisation in India: Policies, Commands
and Capabilities”, which saw distinguished panellists addressing thematic issues relating to
defence modernisation in India.

The workshop was organised by CUTS International under the Defence News Conclave
Project, being implemented with the support of the U.S. State Department (U.S. Consulate
Kolkata).

This project aims at creating awareness about the importance of India-U.S. defence relations,
particularly in the context of contemporary developments in the Indo-Pacific region.

Amit Cowshish, partner, Dua Associates and former financial advisor (acquisition), ministry
of defence, observed that it was time to focus more on the outcomes of defence budgets in
India, rather than looking at them only through the prism of allocation and utilisation.

In his opinion, there is a need to restructure Indian defence budgets to make them more
result-oriented, in order to match aspirations with execution. Innovations like a system for
managing committed liabilities were important areas for defence finance reform which he
flagged.

Cowshish also noted that there was “no cut-and-dried policy on Atmanirbharta”, and the
stated aspiration of self-reliance in defence relied more on a series of disjointed policies put
together.

On greater cooperation between Services Headquarters and the Ministry of Defence, he noted
that while there had been many calls for deeper integration between the two, there was not
much clarity on the modalities of such integration.

Manvendra Singh, former Member of Parliament and Chairman, Soldier Welfare Advisory
Committee, Rajasthan, emphasised the need for India to have a coherent National Security
Strategy.

On jointness and integration of military commands, he noted the need to adopt a bottom-up
approach, starting with joint planning by the services.
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He suggested the creation of a Joint Logistics Command as a first step towards greater
synergy, before moving to joint operational commands.

Singh also said that given the continuously evolving nature of security challenges, it was not
pragmatic to set benchmarks for defence spending. On civilian-military relations, he observed
the need for greater two-way conversations between the armed forces, the Parliament, and the
defense bureaucracy.

Singh also touched upon non-traditional security challenges, including climate change, which
the armed forces would have to respond to dynamically.

Capt Anubha Rathaur spoke about her experiences in a forward field posting during the
Kargil conflict.

She shared the challenges that are generally faced by women officers in such field postings.
Rathaur noted the role of limited indigenous defence production during that period,
highlighting the shortages of spares, ammunition, armour, and even mosquito nets, which
their units encountered.

She accordingly recognised the immense potential of defence indigenisation in contributing
to India’s overall defence preparedness.

On the representation of women in the armed forces, she observed that logistical challenges
were always cited as grounds against appointing women officers to forward posts.

This needed to change, and all such logistical challenges should have been addressed before
the expanded induction of women officers into the armed forces was announced.

Cmde. Anil Jai Singh also stated that a National Security Strategy is an imperative for
warfare in the 21st century.

In the absence of such strategic guidance, there was no real basis on which India was
undertaking structural reforms in the military.

He also cautioned India against aping other countries’ security strategies, and emphasised the
need to craft our own model, taking into account the multi-dimensional Kinetic and non-
Kinetic challenges.

Jai Singh observed the challenges that accompanied procuring defence equipment following
standard competitive bidding models.

He highlighted the example of equipment purchased from different Original Equipment
Manufacturers (OEMSs), which led to operational, maintenance and training challenges.
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He also laid out the importance of India making early decisions on its collaborations for
nuclear-powered attack submarines, in order to meet its goal of being a pre-eminent blue
water power in the Indian Ocean.

This would align with India being recognised as a preferred security partner in the Indo-
Pacific region by major powers like the U.S.

The virtual session saw enthusiastic participation, with over fifty participants joining to hear
experts deliberate on these issues.

This was the third of a series of such workshops, which have been conceptualised as
capacity-building sessions for media professionals, so that they can have a more informed
view of defense and strategic matters.

With its headquarters in Jaipur, India, CUTS International has regional centres in Accra,
Lusaka and Nairobi covering West, Southern and East Africa.

Besides them, it has centres in Hanoi, Geneva and Washington DC. In India, it has a regional
centre in Kolkata, a rural development centre in Chittorgarh and a liaison office in New
Delhi.

https://nenow.in/world/militaries-conservative-adaptation-change-experts.html
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India-U.S. Defense Relationship Evolved from
Mistrust to Deep Trust

PAGE ONEASIA, July 03, 2022

The second in a series of workshops under the Defense News Conclave Project, titled “India-
U.S. Collaborations in Defense Industry, Technology, Innovation and Trade”, saw
distinguished panelists addressing diverse themes relating to India-U.S. cooperation on these
issues.

This Project is being implemented by CUTS International with the support of the U.S. State
Department (U.S. Consulate Kolkata), said a statement.

This workshop series aims at creating awareness about the importance of India-U.S. defense
relations, particularly in the context of contemporary developments in the Indo-Pacific
region.

The session was moderated by Sandhya Sharma, Editor, Technology Policy and Foreign
Policy, ET Prime.

Richard M. Rossow, Senior Adviser and Wadhwani Chair in U.S.-India Policy Studies,
Center for Strategic & International Studies, observed that India wants to move beyond a
buyer-seller relationship in defense, and it wants access to the technologies underpinning
defense sales.

He noted that while a lot of equipment sales from the U.S. to India were on the cards, getting
U.S. firms to build locally in India remained a challenge.

Rossow stated that the Defense Technology and Trade Initiative (DTTI) is an ambitious and
unique framework between the two sides, which needs to move faster to ensure the viability
of more projects.

He also cautioned about the disastrous effects of potential CAATSA sanctions on India, while
advising both sides to have “frank conversations” on areas of disagreement.

He said that the India-U.S. defense relationship was not entirely transactional — while U.S.
companies may lose sales due to India’s indigenisation drive, which was not the sole driving
force for bilateral ties, which had attained a strategic status.

Colonel K.V Kuber, Director, Aerospace and Defense, Ernst and Young remarked that the
India-U.S. defense relationship was driven by “mutual interest in commercial and
geopolitical areas, which was the basis of trust”.
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He mentioned the 2+2 dialogue between the two countries and the DTT]I as the cornerstone of
this relationship. Noting that the DTTI aims to “transform and transmigrate the buyer-seller
relationship into a co-production and co-development relationship”, he pointed to the Air
Launched Small Unmanned Systems and intelligence, surveillance, target acquisition, and
reconnaissance (ISTAR) projects as successful examples.

He noted that the DTTI could not be about only trade, nor only technology and that the U.S.
needed to loosen its International Traffic in Arms Regulations (ITAR).

To move forward, India and the U.S. need to focus discussions on specifics, rather than
overall frameworks. Kuber cited the instance of the lease of Predator drones to India as an
important development in the right direction.

He noted that the U.S. approach to defense trade needed to shift from being anti-Russia to
being pro-industry. Observing that almost 11 Indian states already have an aerospace and
defense policy, Kuber stated that India’s defense self-reliance programme was driven by an
“Atmanirbharta with Vasudaiva Kutumbakam” approach, driven by the “combined power
of the hardware, software, firmware and brainware”.

Subimal Bhattacharjee, Independent Consultant on Defense and Cyber Security and Former
Country Head, General Dynamics observed that the India-U.S. defense relationship is a
“dynamic and evolving one — from a place of mistrust to a place of deep trust”.

He noted that while R&D cooperation under the DTTI had not been very successful so far, a
relook could set the ball rolling. Importantly, Subimal observed that by signing the
foundational agreements with the U.S., India itself went through an evolutionary process,
since accepting these agreements involved tweaking government policies on defense.

He pointed to the scope of cooperation on Artificial Intelligence (Al), both bilaterally as well
as within groups like the Quad, which could focus on building trusted systems networks.

In his view, India and the U.S. should collaborate on technology design, development and
use, and pursue dialogues on critical technology supply chains, including a commonly
evolved supply chain monitoring mechanism.

Subimal also suggested the hybrid Foreign Military Sales (FMS) route as an effective way
forward in bilateral defense trade. He also emphasised that India’s policy of Atmanirbharta in
defense did not mean eliminating all other players— there remained many gaps that could be
filled by American technologies.

https://cuts-global.org/media-india-us-defence-relationship-has-evolved-from-mistrust-to-
deep-trust-experts.htm

https://pageoneasia.com/asia/militaries-tend-to-be-conservative-in-adaptation-to-change-
experts
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Indo-U.S. Defense Relations Should Be a Major

Pillar for Success of Indo-Pacific Construct
India Education Diary, May 30, 2022

“The India-U.S. relationship can be a pillar of stability in an increasingly unsteady and
uncertain world,” said Pradeep S Mehta, Secretary General, CUTS International. He was
delivering Welcome Remarks at a workshop organised by CUTS International under the
Defense News Conclave Project, being implemented with the support of the U.S. State
Department (U.S. Consulate Kolkata) and knowledge support from the U.S.-India Business
Council (USIBC).

Pushan Das, India Head, Aerospace & Defense, USIBC gave brief introductory remarks and
said he looked forward to further programmes being organised under this initiative.

This workshop series aims at creating awareness about the importance of India-U.S. defense
relations, particularly in the context of contemporary developments in the Indo-Pacific
region.

The first workshop, titled “The Relevance of India-U.S. Defense Relations in the Indo-
Pacific,” saw distinguished panellists addressing thematic issues relating to Indo-Pacific
geopolitics and geoeconomics, naval cooperation and maritime governance in the Indo-
Pacific region.

Jyoti Malhotra, Senior Consulting Editor, ThePrint and event moderator, noted that the
defense partnership underpins the India-U.S. relationship.

Sanjaya Baru, Distinguished Fellow, United Service Institution of India and Member,
Management Board, CUTS International Washington DC Center, traced the historical arc of
India-U.S. defense relations. He observed that the strategic relationship with the U.S. has
always been intertwined with transactional and commercial aspects involving arms transfers
and the sale of defense equipment. He cited the circumstances surrounding the 123
Agreement and India-U.S. cooperation on civilian nuclear energy in this context.

Commodore Sujeet Samaddar, Founding Member, Society for Aerospace, Maritime and
Defence Studies (SAMDeS) highlighted the prospects for greater India-U.S. cooperation in
defense services, including by establishing ship refurbishment and maintenance, repair and
overhaul (MRO) facilities, which can benefit all Quad Indranil Banerjie, Analyst, Foreign
Policy and National Security Issues, emphasised on the need for the Quad to deliver practical
outcomes. In this context, the panellists discussed how the recently unveiled Indo-Pacific
Maritime Domain Awareness initiative by the Quad is a step in the right direction.
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The experts also cautioned that unless there is a greater degree of technology transfer
between the two countries, the full potential of the partnership in areas like joint research and
development cannot be tapped.

This also needs to be accompanied by hardware exchanges between the armed forces of the
two sides to facilitate greater levels of interoperability.

With India’s approach to defense preparedness increasingly focusing on greater self-reliance
and indigenisation along with technology transfers, the panellists discussed strategies and
areas where greater American investments can be sought in ramping up India’s domestic
defense manufacturing capacity.

This becomes important since the U.S. increasingly sees India playing the role of a net
security provider in the Indo-Pacific region, as was mentioned by Adrian Pratt, Public Affairs
Officer, U.S. Consulate General Kolkata, in his remarks.

The panel acknowledged that the entry of Chinese forces into the Indian Ocean region had
altered the strategic calculus. The capacity gaps between the navies in the Indo-Pacific and
the People’s Liberation Army Navy (PLAN) are significant, and concerted efforts towards
greater naval cooperation will be required to maintain a deterring maritime presence in the
region.

The discussion also touched upon other relevant thematic areas — including the need for
greater cooperation between India and the U.S. on aircraft carriers, nuclear-powered
submarines and in the space domain, as well as the threat posed by climate change in the
Indo-Pacific region, among others.

The virtual session saw enthusiastic participation, with over fifty participants joining to hear
experts deliberate on these issues. This was the first of a series of such workshops, which
have been conceptualised as capacity-building sessions for media professionals so that they
can have a more informed view of defense and strategic matters.

With its headquarters in Jaipur, India, CUTS International has regional centres in Accra,
Lusaka and Nairobi covering West, Southern and East Africa. Besides them, it has centres in
Hanoi, Geneva and Washington DC. In India, it has a regional centre in Kolkata, a rural
development centre in Chittorgarh and a liaison office in New Delhi.

https://cuts-global.org/media-indo-u-s-defense-relations-should-be-a-major-pillar-for-the-
success-of-the-indo-pacific-construct-experts.htm
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About the Project

Under the Defense News Conclave Project, supported by the U.S.
Department of State through the U.S. Consulate General, Kolkata,
CUTS International organised a series on virtual and in-person
workshops. The project deliverables aimed to create a circuit of
informed stakeholders in India for strengthening the U.S.-India
defense and security partnership by generating necessary
awareness among diverse media professionals and other relevant
stakeholders.

The project covered sessions focusing on good practices of the
U.S.-India defense and security partnership in general and its
relevance for the U.S.-India strategic partnership in the Indo-
Pacific region, in particular. Among others, the conclave looked at
the milestones set and achieved, policies, and gaps to be filled to
secure a free, open, inclusive, and prosperous Indo-Pacific region.

In light of the above, CUTS International, through this project,
organised a series of in-person and virtual workshops to train
120-150 informed journalists, storytellers, media professionals,
social media influencers, and community leaders from India on
the subject. Defense experts, government officials, corporate
leaders, defense companies, entrepreneurs, and researchers from
the U.S and India were chosen to impart the training.

hitps:licuts-global.org/defense-news-conclave.htm
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